
AssociationINTERPRETIVE  
& HISTORICAL

Sawtooth

As we wrap up another stellar summer season, we hope you had 
the opportunity to visit the Sawtooth Country and experience 
SIHA’s programming. Our leadership is not just focused on 
operations, education, and board development; but also on 
strengthening committee work to support our staff and naturalist 
team. SIHA’s dedicated board takes a personal approach to 
volunteering and mentoring our summer staff to grow our 
mission: To protect and advance the natural and cultural 
history of Idaho’s Sawtooth – Salmon River Country through 
preservation and education.

If you hiked in the Sawtooths this summer, you may have been 
greeted at a trailhead by our friendly naturalists to help guide your 
experience. Thanks to grant funding, SIHA was able to upgrade our 
trailhead portal stations with branding intended to pull visitors 
in. When you see our tent at a trailhead next year, please say hello 
and ask our crew about how they are educating people to recreate 
responsibly. Every connection we make helps preserve and protect 
the Sawtooth and White Cloud ranges.

This past season, we can report that SIHA had an exceptional year 
and made connections with a global visitor base. There are also 
some exciting projects on our horizon. A shout-out to Susan Kim, 
our newest Board member, for stepping into the lead on our Oral 
History project and hitting the ground running. Be watching for 
access to our oral history archives! Speaking of excitement, in the 
coming months we hope to publicly announce a project that will 
become a centerpiece for the Sawtooth Country, highlighting its 
importance and value and beauty and building wonder and 
amazement and pleasure for years to come!

Our mission is only successful with funding from you, our 
wonderful supporters, through memberships, sales, and 
donations. We hope you will consider SIHA in your end-of-year 
giving plans so we can continue to bring our value  
back to you and many others.

Stewart Wilder           Lin Gray
Board President         Executive Director
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ANNUAL NEWSLETTER 2023

People must feel that the natural world is important and valuable  
and beautiful and wonderful and an amazement and a pleasure.   

									          ~ Sir David Attenborough

A warm hello to all our SIHA Friends and Supporters!



BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Stewart Wilder, President
Terry Clark, Vice President 
Roland Miller, Secretary 

Liesl Schernthanner, Treasurer 
Ed Cannady 
Gary Gadwa

Bernice Hartz
Paul Hill 

Amelia Jones
Susan Kim

Jenny MacNichol 
Becky Obletz
Dave Pinney 

Caitlin Straubinger

STAFF: 
Lin Gray, Executive Director

Erica Cole, Business Manager

2023 SUMMER CREW
Clare Vergobbi, Programs Coordinator

Megan Nelson, Museum Docent
Historic Specialist: Ian Maupin

Naturalists: Heath Bagley, Hali Bedenharn,  
Joseph Meihak, Fiona Neely

Volunteers: Sue Hagens, Brian Hagens,  
Wally Hagens

2023 PARTNERS
Sawtooth National Recreation Area

Val A. Browning Foundation
The Roland MacNichol Family

Idaho Rivers United

FOLLOW US!

 SIHA - Team Highlight

Liesl Schernthanner
Board Treasurer
Liesl Schernthanner joined the SIHA board in 2016. She has 
served on the Executive Committee as treasurer since 2018. 
Born and raised in the Wood River Valley, she left Idaho on 
a skiing scholarship to University of Alaska–Anchorage and 
studied economics and anthropology. Following college, she 
worked in applied human-environmental research in Alaska, California, Nevada, and North 
Carolina before taking a sabbatical to work in Antarctica. She never went back to her “real job,” 
returning to Antarctica for 21 seasons. She came home to the Sawtooth Valley a decade ago 
and now lives in Obsidian with her husband, Michael, and their dog, Wilkins.

Interest in local history and stories led her to attend SIHA’s Sawtooth Forum & Lecture Series 
and she eventually joined the board of directors. Liesl’s work ethic and knowledge of historic 
preservation have made her an asset to SIHA. She oversees SIHA’s annual budget, is quick to 
provide administrative and operational support, and volunteers her time to many of SIHA’s 
programs including clean-up days, Museum work days, and special events. She believes in the 
importance of community institutions providing resources for both locals and visitors; and 
building collective responsibility for the community and the land.

Liesl loves SIHA for its commitment to sharing the history of the Sawtooth-Salmon River 
Country. She has enjoyed helping develop History Day and bringing people to the Museum 
to engage with local heritage. There are always more stories to tell, and she says, “SIHA is 
in a good place to grow the knowledge of historical and cultural perspectives of the valley, 
connecting the people who come here with each other, previous inhabitants, and our natural 
world.” Liesl also serves as board president of the Antarctican Society, and you can find her 
friendly face behind the desk at the Stanley Community Library. 
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HOW ARE  
OUR DONORS 

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE?

We all know how special the 
Sawtooths are, and thanks to you  
we get to watch our summer crew 
fall in love with the SNRA, too!  

Here are excerpts from our naturalists:

As an avid solo hiker, I have gained a newfound appreciation 
for group hiking after my day hike to Thompson Peak. Sharing 
such an accomplishment with others is unmatched. On our 
trek down, two of us encountered a juvenile black bear 
walking near the trail. With our combined efforts of making 
ourselves look large and loud, we successfully scared off the 
young bear. As my adventure to the peak has taught me, 
do not underestimate yourself, travel with partners, and 
embrace new experiences.

Defining the SNRA with a single phrase is akin 
to triangulating the source of a thunderclap 
while hiking in a canyon. Idyllic and pastoral are 
oversimplifications.  Magnificent or breathtaking 
feel worn, mundane, incapable of capturing the 
true essence of this place. I keep coming back to 
restorative. It’s impossible to smell sagebrush, willow, 
or damp pine in the still morning air and think that it’s 
not meant to be an elixir for your soul.

Hali wrote: Brian wrote: 

Planning for 2024:
The Forest Service is working on rerouting the Redfish Road and creating a new parking lot 
for the North Shore Day Use Area and the Visitor Center! Because of this, we’ll be opening 
the Redfish Visitor Center & Gallery later than usual in June.  We’ll be sending the summer 
crew to other locations before we open, to continue serving our public land users. You’ll be 
able to find us at trail heads, the Stanley Museum, and the Stanley Ranger Station.



Trailhead portals held 
at the busiest SNRA 
trailheads, educating over 
5,000 public land users!

OUR 2023 IMPACT We’ve had another year packed with educational programs, 
events, and activities. 

4,471

162
9 Summer Crew 

members 
make all of 
these numbers 
possible!  People explored the 

Stanley Museum and 
learned about our local 
history.

Junior and Master Rangers 
were sworn in to enjoy and 
respect this special place.

10,881
Visitors served at the 
Redfish Visitor Center & 
Gallery.

20
4 Evening Program 

attendees at 23 
programs on 11 
different subjects.308

Sawtooth Summer 
Series attendees at 6 
programs deepening 
our understanding of 
the SNRA.

2,
05
4 Connections made 

with visitors in the 
field, on trails, in 
campgrounds, and at 
Discovery Stations.

336
Free programs conducted 
including Ranger Talks, Junior 
Ranger programs, Patio Talks 
and Guided Walks, with over 
1,200 attendees.

17
Local and regional 
artists work 
displayed in the 
Redfish Gallery.

62
Volunteers helped with 2 
collaborative cleanup efforts.

60
0+ Salmon Festival 

attendees learning 
about Idaho’s wild 
salmon and steelhead.

20
0+ Celebrants 

attended Smokey 
Bear’s Birthday.

116
Visitors attended History Day and tried their 
hand at roping, candle making, gold panning, 
and more!

300 Students from the 
Wood River Valley 
attended custom 
programs designed 
and delivered by 
SIHA Naturalists.
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Congratulations  
to the winners of SIHA’s 8th Annual Photo Contest!

“Butterfly”  Angelyna Sentirmay

WILDLIFE

“What Could Be Better Than This”  Vanessa Kingharlos

PEOPLE IN NATURE

“Sawtooth Storm”  Jim Stark

SCENERY 



The Sawtooth Interpretive & Historical Association is honored to receive funding and in-kind contributions  
from individuals, foundations, and businesses who support our mission.  

We extend our sincerest thanks to our past and present members, donors, and volunteers.

A special thank you to all our 2023 supporters!

MEMBERS AND DONORS
Tom Angel
In memory of Jane &  
    Robert Alexanderson
Anonymous Donor (3)
Barbara Arndt
Carey Arthur
Paul Auerbach
Holly Baker
Sara Baldwin &  
    William Brimstein
Michael Ballases
Bill, Marilyn &  
    Hannah Baybutt
Bob & Marcia Beckwith
Alison Beechert
Walter Bekker
Leslie Benz
Cliff Bertucci
James Beyer
Amy Bingham
Lexi Black
Aric Blitch
Tina Bondelid
Steve Botti & Vicki Lawson
Bert Bowler
Kathy Braegger
Perry Breitenstein
Dan Brizee
Janene Brumfield
Bob Bryson &  
    Helen Kreuzer-Bryson
Hans & Lotte Buhler
Kermit & Cindy Bunde
Pat Neppl & Marilyn Burdwell

Mary & Curtis Burns
Jo & Cory Callison
Ed Cannady
Bette Carlson
Hans & Terry Carstensen
Nancy & John Cassidy
Sarah Cawley
Christina Cernansky
Steve & Debie Chivers
Michelle Choate
Terry & Stacey Clark
Janice Clemons
Brian Cluer
Carol Cole & Jim Rineholt
Erica Cole
Scott Connors
Daniel Cooley
Karen & Phillip Coonts
Krista Copperman
James Cox
Matt Cox
Tim & Becky Cron
Troy Cunlisk
Debra LaMorte & Harvey Dale
Diana David
John & Liese Dean
Peggy Dean
Sierra DeWitt
Richard Dick
Barb Dixon
Gayle Dixon
Chris Dixon
Katie Dorris
Chris & Holley duPont
Sparky & Maryellen Easom

Hank Ebert
Kirk Edge
Greg Edson
Steve & Sharon Evans
Hannah Fake
Anne Feignner
Linda Felker
Joanne Flynn
Kelly Foley
Stuart & Carla Fuller
Wayne & Margaret Fuller
Neal & Maria Fuller
Arlene Funderburg
Laurii & Gary Gadwa
Amanda Gardner
Michael Gibson
Ellen & Tom Glaccum
Robert & Judy Graham
Gray-Roth Family
Lin Gray
Abby Greenfield
Robert Griswold
Mary Diane Gutierrez
Harlan Hague
Andrew Hahn
Michael Hall &  
    Marilyn Kelseth
Jeffrey & Tamara Hall
Jack & Karen Hand
James Hansen &  
    Joan Cartan-Hansen
Ken & Bernice Hartz
Josh Havekost
Colby Hawkinson
Sharon Heinrichs

Phil & Mary Helsley
Cydnee Heyrend
Alex & Pat Higgins
Paul & Ann Hill
Darrell Hirte
Lindsey Hopper
Jerry Hughes & Carole Finley
Wayne & Julie Hughes
Sheri Hughes
Idaho Rocky Mountain Ranch
June James
Wendy & Jim Jaquet
Joel & Pam Jarolimek
Jerry Jayne
Craig & Laura Johnson
Glenn Johnson
Sarah Michael & Bob Jonas
Tom Jones
Jamie Jones
Judy & Leon Jones
Liz Keegan
Tim Keirn
Andy Munter & Janet Kellam
John Kiel
David & Susan Kim
Dave Kimpton
Dick & Mary Lou Kinney
Lee Melly & Trish Klahr
Kris & Amy Klingler
Anita Knapp
Laura Lehrer
Thomas Leiphart
Trina Leishman
Madonna Lengerich
Dave & Karen Lesser

Donna Leuzinger
Terry Leuzinger
Dian Liles
Douglas Lincoln
Richard Linville
Steve & Teresa Lipus
Karen Little
John & Jane Lloyd
Juli & Ken Lynch
M.B. Davisson Family Trust
Wickes MacColl
Jennifer & Carter MacNichol
Rosemarie Marshall
Jon & Stefanie Marvel
Ruth Matthes
Julie Maughan
Steven McCain in memory 
    of Bob & Sally McCain 
Hiram & Ann McComish
Wendy McCully
McGown Family Foundation
Jessica McGown
Anna Means
Roland & Amy Miller
Robert Moore 
Mountain Wanderlust
Maria Muir
Brian Mulligan
Joseph Murasko
Jill & Ken Murray
Lisa & Dave Muscavage
Steve & Kara Nadeau
Megan Nelson
Becky & Doug Obletz
Cali O’Connell

St
ev
e B
ot
ti



We strive to be accurate with our acknowledgements.  If you notice an error or omission please contact Lin Gray, lgray@discoversawtooth.org.

www.DiscoverSawtooth.org • PO Box 75 - Stanley, Idaho 83278 • 208.721.5658

Julie ONeal
Rachael & John Osborn
Marie Osborn
Rich & Sandy Ostrogorsky
Arlene Oyer
Mary & Benjamin Page
Alycia Parnell
Tom Stuart &  
   Anne Pasley-Stuart
Robert Payne
Lesa Perrenoud
Jan Peterson
Roger & Lisa Peterson
Jim & Evelyn Phillips
David & Melissa Pinney
Julia Potter
Kathrine Potter
Kathleen Prentice
David Prescott
Doug & Cathy Proctor
Collett Pruitt
Joshua Purkiss
Patty Puz
Mark Pynn
Richard Raney
Recreation Resource 
   Management of America
Keith & Debbie Reese
John & Julie Rember
Michael Richardson

Dave & Kathy Richmond
Lisa Richmond
Paul & Linda Ries
Deb Robertson
Emily Rodrigue
Carol & Dale Rosebrock
Lois Royston
Pat Russell & Julie Meissner
Michael Samball
L Schernthanner & M Powell
Jessica Schick
Ben Schultz
Bethany Unger Scoggin
Jack & Patty See
Maire Selin 
Anne Sevcik
Ivy Slike
Dick & Sandy Smith
Ali Smith
Karen Ekblad & Gary Smith 
Snow Bunny Drive-in
Ralph & Carol Sokel
Melinda Springs
Jack & Wendy Stevens
Ron Stewart
Spencer & Evelyn Strand
Caitlin & Adam Straubinger
Brendon Sucher
Jack & Wanda Sullivan
Tim Thomas

Brooke Thompson
Meg Roberts & Mark Torf
Cori Tremayne
Robert Tullis
Dan & Zella Unger
Abby Urbanek
Kat Vanden Heuvel
Ed & Pat Waldapfel
Tom Walker
Bruce & Carol Walters
Cindy Walthall
Shannon Walton
Niki Ward
Karen Waters
Brenda Weekes  
   in honor of Marty Gmelin
Mike & Colleen Werner
Lynn Rosellini &  
   David Whitman
Stewart & Deb Wilder
Catherine Williams
Paul & Sandra Willingham
Michael Wilson
Megan & Tom Winter
Bill & Cydney Wood
Dan & Linda Woodhead  
   & Family
Karen Woods
Patricia Young
Angela Youngstrom

EVENT SPONSORS
AND IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
Jon Bauer 
Jeremy Gooding
Ann & Paul Hill
Ice Cold Cabin Creations
Idaho Ron
Chris Klingler
Wayne Patton
Redfish Lake Lodge
Stanley Sawtooth  
    Chamber of Commerce

“YOUR PATHWAY  
TO SAWTOOTH  
VALLEY HISTORY” 
DONORS
Michelle Choate
Bruce Coburn 
Noah & Jami Levine
Nancy Riordan
Keith Selin
Laura Smith
Kevin Van Horn &  
   Lori Nielsen

GRANTS, PROGRAM 
SPONSORS, & 
PARTNERS
Central Idaho Dark Sky 
    Alliance
City of Stanley
Idaho Community 
    Foundation
Idaho Humanities Council
Idaho Rivers United
National Forest Foundation
Roland MacNichol Family
Sawtooth Festival 
    Community Grant
Sawtooth National 
    Recreation Area
Sawtooth Society  
   License Plate Fund
Selway Bitterroot Frank 
    Church Foundation-   
    Connie Saylor Johnson 
    Wilderness Education 
    Grant
Stanley WinterFest 
   Community Grant
Val A. Browning Charitable 
    FoundationWE THANK  

Ed Waldapfel for his 
years serving as
SIHA’s Board Secretary.

We are your boots on the ground.  
When you give to SIHA you are supporting information 
sharing, daily Junior Ranger programs, teaching people 
how to recreate responsibly, special events like the Salmon 

Festival and History Day, the preservation of local history, 
campground roving, discovery stations, ranger talks, 
custom education programs for summer camps and schools, 
evening programs, and guest speakers.

 All for the benefit of the Sawtooth National Recreation Area!

Give back to the Sawtooths with an end of year donation to SIHA!


